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candidates from Great Britainand the Colonies. 
By the terms of the scholarship he became a 
student at the University of London, and was 
there graduated as Bachelor of Arts in 1877. 
After teaching two years in Charlottetown 
(Prince Edward's Island), he entered the Johns 
Hopkins University as a graduate student of 
Greek and Latin, where in 1880 he was 
" scholar " and the following year appointed 
to a fellowship, which he held for two years. 
He here received the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy on the presentation of a thesis on 
"Participial Periphrases in Attic Prose," 
published in the American Journal of Philol- 
ogy (iv, 291 — 308). After next spending a year 
at Berlin, he was appointed to the chair of 
English at Dalhousie University, from which 
office he has now been called to Toronto. 



OBITUAR Y. 
ARSENE DARMESTETER. 

The pre.ss on our columns has compelled us to hold 
over a notice of this distinguished scholar, who passed 
away in Paris last November. — M. Darmksteter 
has long been known as one of the most conspicuous 
figures in the field of Romance Philology and there 
are few whom our science could so ill spare. He 
was cut off in the flower of his age, while engaged 
upon work of the highest order and of the greatest 
importance, particularly in the direction of scientific 
French lexicography. He was but 42 when he died, 
and was hard at work up to within a few days of his 
death, being thus true to the record of his well-filled 
life. 

Arsene Darmesteter was born of a French-Jew- 
ish family in Lorraine in 1846. When only six years 
of age his family removed to Paris, and the lad com- 
menced his education in the e'cole priviaire of the 
quarter. His father, a bookbinder by trade, was not 
wealthy and probably could not have done a great 
deal for his son, who in his earliest years showed 
remarkable capacity and unflagging industry. Fortu- 
nately, however, his talents and love of study attracted 
the attention of leading members of the synagogue, 
and by them his education was taken in hand. He 
received a training which was apparently more 
Hebrew than classical in its character, for it was in- 
tended that he should ultimately enter the Jewish 
Priesthood. In 1862, at the age of 16 years, he received 
his Baccalaur^at-es-Lettres, and two years later his 
licentiate. Fortunately for Romance philology Ar- 
sene Darmesteter did not feel himself called to a 
rabbinical career. It was, however, studies of Hebrew 
history and theology that were to give the key-note 
and trend to his whole after life. His elaborate 
studies in mediaeval Hebrew texts (many of them of 
the eleventh century), had revealed the existence of 
numerous French glosses, and to the collection and 
preparation of these he devoted several years, visiting 
the leading European libraries and working upon, 
altogether, some 300 MSS. It is claimed, with what 
degree of truth it remains to be seen, that M. Darme- 



steter collected an immense amount of lexicographi- 
cal material and even projected a dictionary of 
eleventh centuiy French which, in view of the ex- 
tremely small number of texts of that date, would be 
of almost incalculable importance to French philology. 
We await with interest to hear what is to become of 
this collected material, which it is said, although this 
is almost certainly exaggerated, amounts to some 
20,000 words. 

In 1872, at the age of 26 years, M. Darmesteter 
was appointed assistant at the Ecole des Hautes etudes 
under Gaston Paris, and b^an more and more to 
devote himself to French. Between this date and 
1877, when he took his doctor's degree, he published 
several works, notably the ' Trait6 de la formation 
des mots composes dans la langue fran^aise ' in 1875 ; 
the ' Deux Elegies du Vatican, textes du xiiie siecle ' 
etc., in 1874 ; the ' Phonetique fran^aise : la protoni- 
que non initiale, non en position,' in 1876. In the 
same year M. Darmesteter published in collabora- 
tion with M. Hatzfeld the well-known and valuable 
' Tableau de la langue et de la litterature fran5aises 
au xvie siecle.' The next year came the ' De 
Floovante.' M. Darmesteter doctor's thesis was 
the noteworthy, indeed epoch-making work : ' De la 
creation actuellede motsnouveaux dans la langue fran- 
9aise,' Paris 1877, and one of its practical results was 
the definite appointment of its author to the chair of 
Mediaeval French Language and Literature in the 
Sorbonne. In 1883 appeared the ' Cours de littera- 
ture fran9aise du moyen-age et d'histoire de la lan- 
gue fran9aise.' The contributions to the Revue Cri- 
tique, Romania and other journals, as well as the 
smaller publications — such, for instance, as the " Note 
sur I'histoire des propositions en, enz, dedans, dans," 
1885 — have always been valuable and never fail to 
bear the impress of the author's hi^h scholarship and 
originality. In connection with his Hebrew-French 
studies mentioned above, M. Darmesteter pub- 
lished in the first volume of the Romania, " Les mots 
latins dans les textes talmudiques," and in the same 
volume, p. 146: 'Glosses et glossaires hfebreux-fran- 
jais du moyen-age.' We wait with considerable 
interest to hear whether anything farther in this direc- 
tion may be anticipated. In 1887 appeared the 
wonderfully interesting and suggestive little work: 
' La vie des mots fetudiee dans leur significations,' a 
most happy illustration of science, but real science, 
made easy and attractive. 

Important as all these works are, they do not form, 
however, the most important phase of M. Darme- 
STETER's activity. This has consisted since about 
1872 in preparing, in collaboration with M. Hatz- 
feld, the monumental French Dictionary awaited 
with so much curiosity by all Romance scholars and 
students. The work is very near completion, and we 
understand that the death of the distinguished scholar 
whose loss we all deplore will not necessitate a long 
delay in the publication. 

There is sadness in this sudden cutting-off of a life 
so full of accomplished endeavor, so promising for 
future achievement — a promise guaranteed by the 
entire history of M. Darmesteter's life as well as 
by the circumstances attending his death, for he died 
in harness and his last thoughts were of the great 
work he might not finish. He will long be re- 
membered : as a scholar, by those who know him 
through his works ; as a scholar and a kindly gentle- 
man, by those who are fortunate enough to have met 
him personally. 

T. McCabe. 
University of Michigan. 
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